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TITITTE APPEARED
et L 26 November 1985

hilippine insurgents are
turning down Soviet support

« - -
By Paul Quinn-Judge
Special to The Christian Science Monitor

Mandia

Moscow has offered substantial military aid to communist in-
surgents in the Philippines, but the offer has been rejected, well-
informed sources say. .

The leadership of the Communist Party of the Philippines re-
jected the offer, the sources say, for a variety of practical and
ideological reasons. : ) ) )

Although the party has moderated its Maoist stance in recent
years, it views the Soviet Union with almost as much suspicion
as it does the United States. The Filipino party opposes what it
calls Soviet “‘expansionism’ in Afghanistan and Cambodia.

Party sources also say they feel Soviet assistance would be
counterproductive and difficult to arrange. Moscow's interven-

ion in the crisis here. the partv fears, would precipitate US mili
g’; miervention In the guerrilla war. And, given the Philip-
pines’ remoteness, the problems of ensuring a regular supply of
outside weapanry would be almost msurmountable.

*“‘Our experience with arms smuggling has on the whole been

So far the time being, the commumist guerrillas concentrate on
capturing and buying their weapons from the Philippine mili-
tary. According to the New People’'s Army (the party’s military
branch), its guerrillas captured 1,680 rifles in 1984.

The Soviet offer is said to have been made early in 1985. It is
the first sign of what the US has long feared: a Soviet effort to
turn the crisis in the Philippines to its own advantage.

Ahho% the conclusion of a re-
cent report states that

ippine Commumist Party’s broad
litical : b
'fI;:dSovias are said to have of-
communist guerrillas enough weapons to ‘‘consolidate
their advantage” over the government troaps.
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The party’s continuing suspicion of Moscow does n -
ever, mean any softening of its hostility to the US. A ﬁ‘m%i‘él
Democratic Front spokesman, in an interview last week, reiter-

ated that the 's de

mand for the removal of the US's

Clark and Subic Bay bases was
lefinitely non- X "

“We looi on mﬁs as a
violation of our territorial sover-
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If the US did distance itself

- from President Mareos and if it did eventually show willingness -
* to work with a leftist government in the Philippines, economic

relations between the two countries could be considerable, the

spokesman claimed. : , :
“We'll still need to borrow money — though hopefully on bet-

ter terms. We'll still want to trade in raw materials and semi-

processed goods. We’'ll need to buy machinery. The long legacy .

of US technology and economic presence here gives [the US] the
inside track.” ’ - '

Asked why the guerrillas had not targeted US personnel or
bases in the Philippines despite the communists’ denunciation of
the *‘US-Marcos dictatorship,” the spokesman offered two rea-
sons — one practical, one political. Communist guerrillas did not
yet have the capability to inflict much damage on bases, the
spokesman said. But more importantly, he added, the party real-
ized that this too might precipitate US military intervention in
the Philippines. ' -
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